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Compiled by Len Wong 
Year Claims Decisions Positive Acceptance Negative Rejection Withdrew1 WJA 
Finalized Rendered Decisions Rate (%) Decisions Rate (%) Abandoned Rate (%) 
1992 
Initial Hearing 31,431 31,189 29,883 * 95 1,306 4.2 242 0.8 
Full Hearing 29,175 27,308 17,437 59.8 9,871 33.8 1,867 6.4 
Overall 30,723 - 17,437 56.8 11,177 36.4 2,109 6.9 
1991 
Initial Hearing 30,055 29,608 28,203 * 93.8 1,405 4.7 447 1.5 
Full Hearing 28,280 26,941 19,425 68.7 7,516 26.6 1,339 4.7 
Overall 30,132 - 19,425 64.5 8,921 29.6 1,786 5.9 
1990 
Initial Hearing 21,469 21,206 20,240 * 94.3 966 4.5 263 1.2 
Full Hearing 13,997 13,623 10,710 76.5 2,913 20.8 374 2.7 





Source: Adapted from Immigration and Refugee Board Inland Refugee Claims Statistics, 1989 to 1997. 
* Granted Full Hearing. 
Percentage across the table may not add up to 100 due to rounding error. 
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Freedom of movement: If the mem- 
bers of a state are forced to flee, the 
legitimacy of that government is ques- 
tionable. On the other hand, if mem- 
bers cannot or must leave, again the 
government is not democratically 
legitimate. 
Immigration control: While limiting 
access and determining who may or 
may not become members of a sover- 
eign state remains a legitimate pre- 
rogative of the state, the criteria, rules 
and processes for doing so must be 
compatible with its character as a 
democratic state. 
Legitimate and Illegitimate Discrimi- 
nation: New Issues in Migration, ed- 
ited by Professor Howard Adelman, 
deals with the question of legitimacy 
with cases studies from the Develop- 
ing World, Europe, Australia, the 
United States, and Canada. 
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